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Herbie Hancock 2008 Newport Jazz Festival
One of the most thrilling experiences of my life happened when  I "attended" the  Herbie  Hancock 2008 Newport Jazz Festival. I had yearned for a long to attend a live jazz show especially , that of Herbie Hancock—the song, When love comes to town, to be specific. Before the concert kickoff, music lovers and flocked the venue with much interest. Some would be heard singing the anticipated songs for instance, actual proof and When love comes to town. The engineers were busy making sure that everything was okay staring with microphone testing to the functionality of the instruments and the lighting. The instrumentalists , Lionel (guitar), Chris (saxophone ), Vinnie (drums) and Dave (bass) tested their instruments with much cheering from the swelling crowd. The MC introduced Herbie with the crowding cheering. The stage was well-set and spacious for every band member to execute his duties. Also, the lighting was excellent. I discovered that Herbie also has a sense of humor. He makes a joke about using the wrong microphone. When he introduced his band members, the crowd cheered a proof that the band was a competent one. The Newport Jazz festival of 2008 by Herber Hancock was a stellar performance.  Herber started the show with the song Actual Proof. It was a shuffling kind of music that began with Vinnie's drumming, followed by Loueke's rythymic guitar.
The show was impressive based on the teamwork spirit that every band member had to make the work a success.  Hancock did an excellent job behind the electric keyboard while performing the song Chameleon. Loueke was marvelous with his guitar playing 17 beats per measure. Holland's contribution cannot be ignored.  He provided heavily syncopated bass phrasings with the bending of notes to allow others to ring in the performance.  I was much impressed by the version of the song  When love comes to town.  Its harmonization and high level of energy make it much appealing to me. The music's content absorbed me. Especially the message that love can rescue a person.  The song talks about a remorseful person for letting down his lover, but he yarns to love again if he ever bumps into love. It says, "When love comes to town, I'm gonna jump that train.". Lionel's guitar prowess was of a higher level and dedication too. He accompanied his performance with profound facial expressions of feelings. The concert was full of many jazz aspects. One of them is melody. The songs began with a melody before other performers could join in. The element of texture was also reflected in the performance. The performers could sometimes come up with an improvised solo performance before the rhythm section could join in. Also, syncopation was an element that the instrumentalists practiced. The most vivid was Lionel, who always tapped his foot during the upbeats in the songs.
After attending the show, I find it rewarding because such live performances enable one to understand more about what they learn about jazz music. It also gives a unique experience and long-lasting musical memories due to the real interactions with the music and the rest of the audience.  The performance changed the way I considered jazz music is dull. I learned that the instrumentals could cool somebody's nerves and that they could communicate with the inner soul.
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